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RESEARCH OVERVIEW

TOPIC:
put a general statement about what the research will be about here 

TITLE
:
(to be finalised)  

PASSION:
to save the world. This is what you like doing, what you are passionate about – what drives you.
POSITIONING (in 5 years):
to get a job doing …

PHD AIM:  (list the personal and professional objectives you have in doing the PhD)

· To contribute to ...

PERSONAL MISSION:
This might be hard to do, and it is OK to leave blank at first, but in preparation for jobs etc, it is a good idea to be able to write a short statement about your purpose. You can do this by drawing on your passion, positioning and personal aims.
(sub)DISCIPLINE(s):
the academic subdiscipline(s) to which you will make your theoretical contribution. 

RELEVANT DISCOURSES
:
(the topics & specific bodies of literature that you need to discuss in your lit review). They can be divided into primary and secondary importance.
Primary Discourse(s):
natural resource management
Secondary Discourses:
Participation, community cultural development, action research
EXAMINERS:
(a brief statement about the type of examiners that you are expecting will examine your thesis)
AUDIENCES FOR OUTPUTS:
(who will read the papers that come out of the thesis?)
· Primary audience?

· Secondary audiences?

BACKGROUND TO THE RESEARCH PROBLEM (PROBLEM CONTEXT):

(a short paragraph outlining the problem that the research seeks to address)
MACRO RESEARCH QUESTION: 

· Why is it so?

SUBORDINATE QUESTIONS

Topic A

· What is NRM?

· How is NRM done?

Topic B

· Is there NRM?

· How do NRM?

HYPOTHESES

What are the likely conclusions/results? Please speculate. 
LIKELY RECOMMENDATIONS

What are the likely recommendations to come out of the research? Who are they directed to?
KEY CONCEPTS (KEYWORDS)

Provide a definition of any controversial term, or any key theoretical term.

METHODOLOGY:
give a brief outline of the methodology that you will use

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK:
give a brief outline of the theoretical framework that you intend to use

ABSTRACT:
An abstract of the thesis (say around 200 words) is needed for many reasons. It might be needed for putting on a website, or for including in the School’s annual report. The supervisor might need to report to the Head or to the Dean. Ultimately, of course, it is needed for including in the thesis, and before that for sending to examiners to see if they will accept being an examiner. Early on it is handy to have as a coherent statement of your project. A good abstract contains much of the material above: an indication of the research question, why the question is important, what issue is being addressed, what methodology and theoretical framework is being used. 
PUBLICATION PLAN

Outline the papers that you intend to publish from your research and the likely journals.

For each proposed paper provide:

Working title:

Proposed authorship:

Topic/objective of proposed paper:
Target readership:
Target Journal:

Other potential journals:
Planned Submission Date:
Keywords:
Rough Outline:
PROGRESS

	
	Progress

(see key below)
	Words desirable

(target)
	Words actual
 
(at 19/12/2007)

	Ch 1: Intro
	*
	5,000
	1,000

	Ch 2: Lit Review
	*
	25,000
	1,000

	Ch 3: Metho
	*
	5,000
	1,000

	Ch 4: Results
	*
	15,000
	1,000

	Ch 5: Discussion
	*
	20,000
	1,000

	Ch 6: Conclusion
	*
	10,000
	1,000

	Total words
	
	80,000
	6,000


KEY TO SYMBOLS
*
some notes only
**
a basic structure/outline 

***
an adequate first draft

****
final draft of complete chapter (only very minor editing left to do)

RECORD OF DECISIONS

Keep a record of decisions made about the thesis, for example decisions about what should be included and what has been decided not to include, in order to avoid going over old ground. Supervisors won’t necessarily remember every discussion and decision that has been taken. These decisions can be reviewed, but a discussion about them should only occur when there is a reason to review them, and not because it had been forgotten that it had already been discussed.
THESIS OUTLINE

Title page

Declaration of originality

Completion statement by supervisor

Abstract


Contents

List of figures, tables etc

Acknowledgements

Preface

The preface provides an opportunity to write a personal story to the examiners. Here you can outline any particular issues that occurred prior to or during candidature which may have influenced the direction and/or completion of research in any significant way. You can also provide them with ‘instructions’, such as how they should regard the thesis. 
Ideally the thesis proper should be professionally written in formal tone, rather than being a personal story. If you need to ‘unload’ or shed personal baggage, do it in the Preface. If necessary, write the preface early so that you can get on with writing the thesis. Remember to always go back to review the preface. 

Abbreviations/Glossary (if applicable)
Chapter 1: Introduction

The introduction overviews the whole thesis. Everything is in the introduction (in brief) – the rest of the thesis is just the evidence to support the argument. The introduction sets the scene (the research context and problem context) and establishes why it is an issue worthy of research. The research question and any aims/objectives should be clearly stated. The scope and context of the research should be clearly identified (especially if you are constraining yourself to one particular interpretation when they could be more than one theoretical perspective applied).
Chapter 2: Literature Review
The literature review is where you position yourself within the discipline to which you are making your contribution. You should also address each of the discourses mentioned on the cover sheet.

Chapter 3: Methodology

Chapter 4: Results

Chapter 5: Discussion

Chapter 6: Conclusion

HINT: The list of hypotheses and recommendations from the Overview should be a big help in writing the conclusion 
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Appendices

�The student number is here so that the supervisor can easily find it when needed for official purposes.


�This is here (top right) in large font so that your supervisor can easily see it amongst all the other papers on the desk or in the file.


�Update each time you make a change. Don’t use an auto-update facility because it needs to be true to the time you wrote it, not when the supervisor happens to print it out, or to save it from the email you sent.


�The specific formal title of your thesis is expected here, when it is developed. However, it can be added after the concept is fully developed. Start with a draft working title, but don’t worry too much if you can’t settle on a title immediately.


�This helps determine what should be in the Literature Review


�These and the recommendations (below) will form your conclusion.


�Don’t worry about these too much at first. But as you get ideas, write them in. This will grow over time. 


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is a number that you determine (in consultation with your supervisor) is a target for that chapter. The numbers here are only indicative.


�Update this every time you revise the actual and/or desirable number.


�Need to check with the University’s exact requirements. These are indicative only.


�Write this well before submission so that you have a chance to review it several times. It would be very bad form to miss somebody important out!


�I like this book, but I don’t necessarily agree with all of their comments. 
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